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This paper required students to produce two pieces of continuous writing.
Candidates were asked to choose two tasks from a choice of six. Candidates
were advised to write about 300 words on each of their chosen topics. The six
tasks included a range of writing styles. Each piece of writing was marked out of
30 marks according to the marking grid on pages 6-7 of the specification. The 30
marks were awarded for Content and Communication (18 marks), Application of
Language (6 marks) and Accuracy of writing (6 marks).

This exam is designed to assess candidates’ performance and writing ability,
rather than choosing among pre-determined options, as in multiple choice
questions. Candidates were expected to construct and produce a thorough piece
of writing in response to question demands. As this exam allowed candidates to
construct an original response, examiners’ task was to assess the cognitive
thinking and reasoning skills and candidates’ ability to apply knowledge to solve
realistic, meaningful problems in a well-structured language style.

Question demands and candidates’ performance:

Q1

Candidates were asked to write a letter to a friend describing how their feelings
as they will be travelling to a faraway country to study for a university degree
and they will be away from family and friends for the next four years.

Many candidates responded to the task by covering various points, as
anticipated by the examiners, such as enhancing culture experiences,
broadening knowledge and understanding, refering to alternative ways of
learning, change of learning environment, gaining social skills, missing family
members and friends and encouragtng independent learning.

This question was one of the most popular questions among the candidates. Many
candidates scored well as the topic is very familiar to their academic life and
ambitions. Most answers were relevant, except when a candidate misses the main
point due to misunderstanding of the task. A typical example of this, was when
candidates confused the task in this question with a trip abroad, with little or no
sentiments or feelings.

Q2

Candidates were asked to write a speech to read to their colleagues at school in
which they point out that respecting the rules and regulations of the school is a
fundamental part of the success of the educational process.



Many candidates managed to cover relevant valid points in their responses such
students are more engaged in their work and on their tasks, classrooms
managements, improvement of academic achievement, reduction of disciplinary
referrals, significant reduction in suspensions and expulsions, improvement of
attendance, increased rates of graduation with good results and parents’
approval of the school system.

Examiners came across many good answers here, except for the few where
candidates lost marks due to repetitions, or when the candidates did not respond
fully to the required task.

Q3

Candidates were asked to write an article to the school magazine expressing
their views of the social benefit to people who cannot find work, which exist in
some countries but not in others

Many candidates managed to cover relevant valid points in their responses by
referring to points such security and stability of living, support to individuals for
independence, support of household functions, redistribution of income, helping
poorer families and helping people with disability, and elderly people to live
decent life.

Examiners came across excellent responses with well organised views and ideas.
Few answers were not qualified to score higher marks due to diversion from the
main points, such as concentrating on criticising the systems in their own
countries for not providing jobs to new graduates.

Q4

Candidates were asked to write a report after attending a conference, which
was organised by the Ministry of Youth about what could be done to satisfy the
needs of young people in their neighbourhood.

This question was the least popular among the candidates. However, most
candidates who tried this question, unlike in previous years, were able to write
good pieces of writing in a report form, and were able to give good detail account
of their findings in the conference they attended. Fewer candidates lost marks due
to concentration on irrelevant points, such as, writing about the different types of
sports, and their importance of to our health or did not write in a report form and
style.

Q5

Candidates were asked to write a speech to read in their schools about the
importance of a resolution which was taken by the World Health Organisation to
prohibit smoking in public areas.



Examiners found that this question proved to be the candidates’ favourite. There
was so much understanding of the topic of smoking among the candidates who
tried this question. Many good pieces of writing were produced except for few
candidates who were carried away and went into writing about the habit of
smoking, its effect on the smoker and how to stop it. Marks were awarded to the
relevant points only.

Q6

Candidates were asked to write a story relevant to the provided picture. It is very
interesting to see a considerable number of candidates responded to Q6, in
comparison to previous years. Most of the responses were well written, and
relevant to task. The very few candidates who did not manage to score well here
were those responses, or it was either incomprehensible or irrelevant to the
provided image or were not written is a story form.

Samples of candidates’ performance:
a. According to the Mark Scheme, a high standard response is the one which

shows that the candidate has clearly understood the task, and is able to
narrate, expand, give full descriptions and express opinions as appropriate
to the task using appropriate vocabulary, idiom and complex sentence
structures, with high level of accuracy; and furthermore, it has to be
coherent as well as easy and pleasant to read.

The following two paragraphs are from high standard candidate who
managed to score highest marks. The response may not be faultless, but
the candidate responded fully to the task in question 1, in writing a well-
structured letter with high level of accuracy in grammar and spelling. The
letter is coherent and pleasant to read.
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b. The following response shows good understanding of the task in question
3, but due to an incoherent response with problems and errors in

language structure, grammar and spelling, the candidate could not score
well to secure a "b” level.
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c. This is an example of a candidate started well with some relevant
material, then immediately diverted from the main task with no
return to it.
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. The following response to question 1 shows that the candidate should
have been assessed well before being recommending sit this exam due to
the clear difficulty in forming simple readable relevant sentences.
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e. The following response is a very brief response due to the lack of
expansion, elaborating and description as required by the task. It is
not easy to read die to bad handwriting.
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Advice to candidates:

Candidates are advised to:

1.

w

9.

Make sure that each point of view is referred to and clearly stated in one
paragraph.

. It is important to link your paragraphs together by reading what you have

written before.

It is better to be clear than being too smart when you write your ideas.
Write about what you know, and what you believe in. Examiners assess
your language ability rather than your point of view.

. If you feel under pressure in the exam, focus as much on examples as

explanations when you write. Make sure that your examples are relevant
to the main idea.

Do not write too much. It is easier to read/grade a 300 word essay than a
400 word essay! The more you write, the more likely you are to make
language mistakes, or to go off topic.

. See the whole essay in your head before you start writing. If you do not

do that, you may lose significant marks for both coherence and task
response.
Focus on the backbone of your essay. The backbone is:

a. The introduction: this should identify the question and
outline your position. Don’t rush it as it is the first thing the
examiner will read. First impressions count.

b. The first/topic sentences of each paragraph: these
should be clear and to the point. They should identify exactly
what that paragraph is about and show how it relates to the
rest of the essay. Start off general and then build towards
the specific.

c. The conclusion: this is the easiest part of the essay
normally. Most often, all you need to do is go back to the
introduction and rephrase it.

Before you write each paragraph of your response, refer back to the
question to remind yourself about what you are meant to write about.

10.Enrich your general knowledge through reading different styles of writing

from books, magazines, newspapers and the internet, as well as acquiring
knowledge from other media sources.

11.Read and understand previous International GCSE exam material which

normally carries valuable information that can be very helpful when
answering future exams.



12.Read the model sample answers of previous exams.

13.Familiarise yourselves with the format of the question paper.

14.Adhere to writing on the designated lined pages in the answer book.

15.Clearly mark the question of your choice and answer it in the specified
area (lined pages) ensuring that there isn’t any answer of any other

question in the same area.

16.Ask for extra lined paper from invigilators should the specified area not be
big enough for your responses.

17.Underline the important words or phrases that refer to the required task,
when answering a question, to ensure that you respond to the entire task.
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